
 Ronald Hardy  
Education 1900 – 1922 

 
(Herbert) Ronald Hardy was born on the 22nd April 1900 at Danehurst in 
Danehill, Sussex. He was the only child of Guy Charles and Eva 
Kathleen Hardy (nee Maryon – Wilson). 
Some of his earliest experiences were during a round-the-world trip with 
his parents at the age of six months. 
In 1904 Guy died unexpectedly in Florida whilst on holiday with Eva, 
Ronald was probably at home with a nanny. 
 
We know nothing about the early years of his education, but he was 
likely to have been taught at home by a governess. 
 
His mother, Eva remarried in1906 to Maurice Loraine Pears and they 
lived at Tremains, in Horsted Keynes. Maurice was one of the executors 
of Guy’s estate. By 1911 Ronald was boarding at the Grange School in 
Beacon Road, Crowborough, and Eva and Maurice were living in 
Drayton Court, South Kensington, London.  
 
Laurence had been told that his father had attended Cheltenham 
College, and it was rumoured that he had been ‘thrown out’ for playing 
football on the Main Staircase! The present archivist confirmed that 
Ronald had in fact been a student. 
 
 
Herbert Ronald Hardy 
Cheltenham College 
1915/6 
 
Information from the archivist. 
 
Dear Mr Hardy 
Your father was at Cheltenham from January 1915 until December 1916.  
He was a boarder in Christowe.  I’m afraid we have no evidence for his 
football kicking exploit – but we can’t disprove it either. 
 
The only references I can find to him are in the house magazine, the 
‘Christowe Record’.  He twice lost in the first round of the house boxing 
competition and played for the Christowe 2nd XI cricket team. 
 
Jill Barlow 
Cheltenham College Archives 
 



 
Ronald’s naval career began in 1917 on HMS Conway, a training ship. 
It is thought that he joined up before the age of 18. 
He then served as Midshipman, RNVR with the Rhine Flotilla of M.L.B’s. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Laurence also knew that Ronald had attended Trinity College, Oxford, 
so contacted their archivist. 
 
A response was received: 
 

TRINITY COLLEGE OXFORD 
1921-2 

 
Record provided by archivist. 

 
Dear Laurence,  
 
Thank you for your enquiry about records of your father, Herbert Ronald 
Hardy, at Trinity College.  
I can confirm that he studied here, and have found an entry written in his 
own hand in the Admissions Register. This records that he was the only 
son of the late Guy Charles Hardy, and was born on 22 April 1900 at 
Danehurst, Danehill, Sussex. He was educated at Cheltenham College, 
and after naval service from 1918-19, was admitted to Trinity College on 
15 January 1921.  
The tutorial register records that he was exempt from the 'Responsions' 
examination which most undergraduates took in their first term, on 
account of his military service. He read agriculture, and passed the 
preliminary examination in October 1921. He was down to take 
Agriculture finals, but does not seem to have done so. This might have 
been because he "dropped out" (to use the modern expression) but may 
equally have been because he was offered employment early in 1922 - 
when he would probably have been advised to take the job and not 
complete his degree. Things are very different today!  
 
Your father appears in a group photograph of the whole college, taken in 
the summer of 1922. I attach this and a closer one showing him as no 
47. 
 
 
Yours sincerely,  
Clare Hopkins  
Archivist 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Note by Laurence. 
He went on the Ivory Coast expedition in November 1922 and was  
married in April 1923. 


