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Ronald Hardy, his Death and his Memorials 
(1900-1954) 

 
Ronald was on a motoring holiday in Spain with his wife, Beryl 
and their good friends, Jack and Margo Cook. 
 
He had a sudden heart attack in Hotel La Fuente, Zaragoza., 
and died two days later. Ronald was buried in a cemetery in 
Barcelona but was later brought back home and cremated at 
Golders Green Crematorium, London. 
 
His Memorial Service was held at All Saints’ Church, Danehill, 
West Sussex on 25

th
 May 1954 and Bishop George Bell gave 

the address. 
 
A Memorial Plaque was added to the family gravestone at All 
Saints’ Church, Danehill. 
 
This document includes the following: 
 

 Address by Rt. Rev. George Bell 

 Attendees at the Memorial Service 

 Obituaries 

 Gravestone 

 Probate 

 Dedication of two Bells 

 Photograph of Memorial Plaque 
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Address given by the Rt. Rev. George Bell, Bishop of 
Chichester at the Memorial Service for Ronald Hardy on 25th 
May 1954 
 
The news of Ronald Hardy’s death on May 12th brought so sharp a 
sense of shock that it took some time to realise that we should 
never see the familiar smile, or hear the well-known voice again in 
home or works, or farm or church.  His friendly way, his concern for 
his neighbours, his zeal for good, lacked none of the old zest when 
we saw him last, before he set out with his wife for a holiday in 
Spain.  But sad as we are at the loss of so ardent a spirit, and so 
true a friend, it is some comfort at least to know that had he not died 
from the sudden heart attack, the trouble which lay behind it was so 
severe that he would have been an invalid for life.  None of those 
who cared for him most could have wished that. 
 
Lt. Commander Hardy was a Sussex man born and bred.  Here in 
Danehill lay his family roots.  The whole of this part of the County 
he knew and loved.  He was always concerned for its welfare.  As a 
young man be was active in his leadership of the Scouts.  As a 
sailor he served his country well in her time of need.  He was an 
energetic farmer, keen to take advantage of modern methods.  And 
he was particularly active, and ready to learn and to lead, in the 
brick-making industry. 
 
On excellent terms with those who worked with him as members of 
a team, he did everything in his power to develop interests to 
encourage high standards or craftsmanship, and to maintain the 
spirit of partnership.  And, especially in his later years, he was 
prominent in the public life of East Sussex, taking his turn as High 
Sheriff.  He had a strong sense of social responsibility, expressed in 
a variety of ways, including the development of community life 
through people living together under healthy conditions in a modern 
village. 
 
One of the interests in which he and I were brought together in a 
special way was in the association of religion with industry.  He set 
his heart on finding new and better means for bridging the gulf 
between the Christian Church in the largest sense of the word, and 
the factory worker.  One of the last occasions of my own 
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partnership with him related to the activities of the Industrial 
Christian Fellowship in the industrial parts of Sussex. 
 
There was something of the evangelist about him: and he sought to 
bring faith and worship of the Church in a simple and human form 
within the range not only of the manual worker, but also of all with 
whom he could get into touch.  He was very loyal to his colleagues, 
and a generous partner himself whatever the enterprise in which he 
was engaged.  He was unceasingly kind, understanding and 
generous; always appreciative of the individual personality, and 
ready to give counsel or help to those in need, especially to the 
young.  He was happy in this outlook on life, full of sympathy, and 
blessed with the gift of humour. 
 
There were two foundation principles on which I think I may 
truthfully say his character and conduct were built.  No-one who 
knew him could be in doubt as to his devotion to the family, to his 
wife and his children and his home.  That was one foundation 
principle.  The other was his personal religion.  There was 
something very moving about the sincerity of his faith in God and in 
Jesus Christ and his Saviour; his belief in the divine guidance, and 
his trust in prayer.  He knew that this life was not all, and he faced 
the unseen with contentment and hope.  He leaves an example not 
only for his contemporaries but for the younger generation to follow.  
He died, as we measure things, before his time.  But his spirit lives 
on.  We feel deeply for those who are nearest to him, for his wife 
and family, as well as for all those who worked with him.  May God 
give them comfort.  And may He teach us all to be the better for 
Ronald Hardy’s having lived and worked amongst us, and help us 
to put a like trust in God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to 
whom we now commit his soul, as unto a faithful creator. 
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MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR RONALD HARDY 
 

List of people who attended 
 

FAMILY REPRESENTATIVES 
 
Principal among the family representatives were: 
 
Mrs.Beryl Violet Sylvia Hardy (widow) 
Mr.Guy St.John  & Mrs.,Audrey Hardy (son and daughter-in-law) 
Lieut. & Mrs. Laurence Hardy (son and daughter-in-law)  
Colonel Oliver St.John Loftus (brother-in-law) 
Miss Norah Hardy (aunt)  
Mrs. Edward Bradford   
Canon Sir Percy Maryon-Wilson (cousin) 
Miss Maryon-Wilson  
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Hardy (cousins) 
Miss Annis Hardy   
Dr. and Mrs. H.J.A. Pollard (Audrey Hardy’s parents)  
Mr.and Mrs. Geoffrey Barlow (Rebeka Hardy step-father and mother) 
Miss Clare Hardy (daughter, who was in Nairobi and unable to attend) 
 
 
Many EMPLOYEES AND TENANTS were present from Danehurst 
Estate and from the Freshfield Lane Brickworks, the official 
representation from the latter comprising Mr G.A.C. Bennett (Works 
Manager) and Messrs. C. Penny, P. Wells, F. Charman, L. Cobby, C. 
Elphick, A. Martin, T. May, N. Wilson, L. Bates, and R. Fox.  
 
Representing the Sussex County Association of Boy Scouts were the 
County Commissioner (Colonel Maurice Adshead, M.C.) and the Deputy 
County Commissioner (Group Captain G. T. H. Pack), while from the 
Haywards Heath and District Local Association there were, in addition to 
the District Commissioner, Assistant District  Commissioners  Mrs Leon 
and Mr D.P. Gowen and Group Scoutmaster V. Rumley (Bolney). 
 
Also present were members of Danehill and Chelwood Gate Branch of 
the British Legion, with their Chairman (Brigadier R. T. K. Pye, D.S.O., 
O.B.E.) and of the British Legion Women’s Section Branch, with their 
Chairman (Mrs McQuillan) and of the British Legion Club, and from 
Dane Hill Parish Council there were Mr E. W. Pye (Chairman), Mr J. L. 
Shapland (Vice-Chairman) and Mr R. M. Awcock (Clerk), Horsted 
Keynes Parish Council were represented by Mr John P. S. Clarke,  
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Chairman (also representing Colonel Ralph S. Clarke, M.P.), 
Captain J. D. Stobart, Messrs Ruben Baker, S.H. Carter, C.W. 
Silverwood and G. Tester (Clerk). 
 
The High Sheriff of Sussex (Mr C. W. Shelford) and the Chief 
Constable of East Sussex (Mr R. E. Breffit ) attended. 
  
OTHER REPRESENTATIVES  noticed were Mrs Julian Faber (also 
representing the Minister of Housing and Local Government, the Rt. 
Hon. Harold Macmillan, M.P., and Lady Dorothy Macmillan), Mrs 
Ralph Denby (West  Hoathly Conservative Association), W.G. 
Norman (E. and R. Norman Ltd.),Mr E. Geoffrey Cull (Missioner  to 
the Industrial Christian Fellowship), Mr S. James (representing  Mr 
C.R.M. Croft, (General Manager of the Sussex  Division of the S. E. 
Gas Board), Mr R.E. Watkins Grubb and Mr W.G. Lloyd (West  
Hoathly  Branch of the British Legion, the latter also representing 
Mrs D.G. Arbuthnot), Mr S.J. Marsh (Chairman of Ashdown Forest 
Conservators), Miss Savill (Hon. Secretary of Dane Hill Parochial 
Church Council), Mr E.H. Munnion (also representing Mr 
A.E.Whitcher and the Haywards Heath Housing Society),Mr G. 
C.Wadham (family Solicitor), Mrs Morse and Mr S. Deacon 
(Churchwardens at Horsted Keynes, the former also representing 
Horsted Keynes School), Mrs Allcorn (Horsted Keynes Boy Scout 
Group), Brigadier P. Broke-Smith, C.I.E., D.S.O., O.B.E., President, 
and Dr G. A. Whitfield, Chairman (Lindfield Branch of the British 
Legion, the latter also representing Dr F. H. Mather), Mr W.W.R. 
Eastland, President, and Mr A.T.Ennion (Haywards Heath Rotary 
Club), the Hon Rupert and Mrs Barrington (Dane Hill and Horsted 
Keynes Nursing Association), Mrs C. H. Clifford (District 
Commissioner, Haywards Heath District Girl Guides), Mrs Lowman, 
M.B.E. (Lindfield Rural Parish Council), Mr J.A. Evans (Clerk  to 
Cuckfield  Urban District Council, also representing the Chairman, 
Mrs D.L. Reed), Lieut.-Colonel G.E.N. Everett (Franklands Village 
Club), Mr W.A. Edwards (Dane Hill School), Mr R. Howe (South 
Eastern Electricity Board), Mr T.S. Rogers (Deputy Surveyor to 
Uckfield Rural District Council), Mr Kenneth Lincoln, J.P. (Haywards 
Heath Branch of the National Farmers’ Union), Mr A.J.C. Watts and 
Mr R. Aston (Keymer Brick and Tile Coy), Mr Raymond Jordan 
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(Clapham Brick and Tile Coy), Dr G.K. Thornton (Forest Row 
Branch of the British Legion), Mr C.T. Allen, C.I.E.,(co-
Churchwarden with Mr J.L. Shapland at Dane Hill), Lieut. – Colonel 
G.L. Fox (Hon Treasurer of Dane Hill Parochial Church Council), Mr 
A.B. Ashby (Bursledon Brick Company, President of the South 
Eastern Brick and Tile Federation), Mr Geoffrey Laurence (Sussex 
and Dorking Brick and Tile Company), Mr J.H. Milstead (Woodside 
Brickworks), Miss Marjorie Keable  (Cdr Hardy’s private Secretary), 
and Cdr J.H.M. Cooke (who was with Cdr Hardy in Spain at the 
time of his death). 
 
In addition to these were a large number of people from all stations 
of life and from all parts of the county and beyond, but space will 
not permit their mention by name. 
 
 
Obituary 
 
There was an Obituary in the Mid-Sussex Times written by 
G.A.C. Bennett as follows:- 
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HARDY FAMILY GRAVESTONES AT  
ALL SAINTS CHURCH, DANEHILL 
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REGISTER OF PROBATE 
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A SERVICE TO DEDICATE THE TWO BELLS GIVEN BY RONALD 
HARDY’S WIDOW AND CHILDREN IN 1958 

 
These complete a peal of 6 bells which the church was designed for. 
The Treble bell is named ‘Arme de Foi Hardi’ being the Hardy family’s 
motto. The Second bell is named ‘Vox Clara Ecce Intonat’. 
 
 

ALL SAINTS PARISH CHURCH DANEHILL 
Diocese of Chichester. 

Built-in 1890-1892 in Memory of Herbert C. Hardy Esquire of Danehurst, 
from Designs of Messrs. Bodley and Garner. 

 
Psalm 122 Laetatus Sum. Psalm 150 Laudate Dominum. 

 
The Chapter, Revelation of St John the Divine,. Chapter 7, verses 9 to 

the end. 
 

THE DEDICATION 
 
BRETHREN, we are gathered this day to remember before God 
Herbert Ronald Hardy, who departed this life on the twelfth day of May in 
the year of Our Lord, one thousand nine hundred and fifty four, whose 
home was with us. 
I HEARD a voice from heaven, saying unto me, Write, from henceforth 
blessed are the dead which die in the Lord; even so saith the Spirit, for 
they rest from their labours. 
AND, IN.THE NAME OF THE FATHER, THE SON AND THE HOLY 
GHOST I do here dedicate this Tablet to the Glory of God and in 
continuing memory of Herbert Ronald Hardy on whose soul may God 
Almighty shed His everlasting light and peace and love. 
REMEMBER, 0 LORD, Thy servants and Thy handmaidens who have 
departed hence in the Lord, especially Herbert Ronald Hardy and all 
others to whom our remembrance is due. Give them rest eternal and 
peace in Thy heavenly kingdom and to us such a measure of 
communion with Thee as Thou knowest to be best for us. And bring us 
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all to serve Thee in thine eternal kingdom. When Thou wilt and as Thou 
wilt, only without shame or sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
HYMN 7 
 
(Then shall a representative of the Donors say-.) 
Mr. Rural Dean, we pray you to dedicate the offering of two Bells which 
we make to the Glory of God and in memory of Herbert Ronald Hardy. 
(The Vicar) Accept 0 Lord the offering of these bells, the gift of Thy 
servants, together with the craftsmanship of men's minds and hands. 
May these bells ever ring out to proclaim Thy glory and to remind Thy 
people in this Parish of their need for Thee; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
 
The Vicar shall then proceed to the dedication of the new Bells: 
 
I DEDICATE these Bells to the glory of God and for use in the Church of 
All Saints, Danehill, in the Name of God the Father, the Son and the 
Holy  
Ghost.. Amen. 
 
(Then a peal shall be rung.) 
 
A PRAYER FOR THE PARISH BELL RINGERS 
 
GRANT 0 LORD, that whosoever shall be called by the sound of the 
Bells to Thy House of Prayer, may enter into Thy gates with thanksgiving 
and unto Thy courts with praise. And we beseech Thee, 0 heavenly 
Father, to pour Thy grace into the hearts of all Ringers, who everywhere 
engage in the art of bellringing for Thy Service. Bless 0 Lord, the ringers 
of this Parish with skill and endurance whilst ringing, so that the music of 
our Bells shall delight the ear of all Thy people and call them to worship 
Thee in the beauty of Holiness. Endow them, 0 Lord, with the virtues of 
punctuality, Patience and good companionship, but, above all, 
Reverence, that at all times they may ring only to Thy honour and glory. . 
Amen. 
 
A PRAYER FOR THE PARISH 
INCLINE Thine ear., 0 Lord, to our prayers and grant that whensoever 
the Bells of Thy Church shall sound in this parish, may their voices again 
remind all passers-by that behind the thinks temporal there are the 
things eternal and that in this House of God men may draw near to 
Thee, who art the source of all peace and worship, that faith and 
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devotion may be increased in all Christian people among us, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 
 
Priest: The Lord be with you. 
Congregation: And with Thy Spirit. 
Priest: Let us give thanks unto the Lord. 
Congregation: It is meet and right so to do. 
Priest: Let us pray. 
The Congregation will join in the prayer: Our Father… 
 
Hymn 61.  
 
THE BLESSING 
 
HYMN 331 
 
In accordance with ancient custom the new Bells will then receive each 
its name. 
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MEMORIAL PLAQUE IN  ALL SAINTS CHURCH, DANEHILL

 


