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Guy Charles Hardy 

1873 – 1904 

 

 

Guy Charles Hardy was born on the first of July 1873, at Anstey 

Manor, Alton in Hampshire. He was the first of nine children, 3 

sons and 6 daughters, born to Herbert Carey Hardy and his 

wife, Adela Louisa Cassandra (nee Knight). 

Little is known of his early years, but as the family purchased 

Danehurst in 1875, his childhood was probably spent in 

Sussex. 
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Guy later attended Eton College in Windsor, Berkshire, 

boarding in Dr. Carpenter’s house. He wrote regularly to his 
mother, Louisa, and letters still exist from that time, giving us an 

insight into Guy’s life and interests. Although academic life is 
mentioned, there is much more about horses, hunting and 

shooting(!) such as a report on a day’s snipe shoot  near 
Thurso, Scotland, namely “ 24 snipe, 6 grouse, 31/2 brace of 
part(ridge), 4 rabbits, 6 duck and a greenshank, wasn’t that a 
nice mixed bag?” as well as family news. There also seems to 
be a tradition of circulating letters throughout the immediate 

family, keeping one another well – informed. 

On 18
th
 October 1892 Guy matriculated to Magdalen College, 

Oxford, but apart from the letters which he still sent to his 

mother and sister regularly, there seems to be little information 

or record within the family about his studies or achievement. 

His letters continue to paint a picture of ‘country life’ at that 
time, with mentions of hunting, point -to-point, his horses, land 

sales and shooting, as well as numerous balls! 

Guy was a member of Vincent’s Club, a Varsity society, as was 
his grandson Guy St John Hardy later, although it is not known 

why Guy Charles was ‘put up’. It may have been his 

horsemanship (See ‘Vincent’s Club an Oxford Institution’ by 
E.W. Swanton, and information from Guy St John, in Main 

Album)  

By 1894 it appears that Guy had volunteered for the Territorial 

Army, as he wrote from camps in Arundel Park, and from 

Leasam Park in Rye, speaking of parades and Inspections. 

Although there are no documents within the family relating to 

Guy’s university career, Robin Darwell-Smith, Archivist at 
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Magdalen College was able to search their records and 

retrieved some fascinating information. (See Main Album) 

These show that Guy did take Classics and Divinity, and 

although ‘not desperately interested in academic success’ he 
had clearly taken full advantage of his time at Magdalen until he 

went down in July 1895. 

On 24
th
 July ‘the marriage of Eva Kathleen Maryon-Wilson, 

youngest daughter of Sir Spencer Maryon-Wilson, Bart. of 

Charlton House, Kent and Searles, Sussex, with Mr. Guy 

Charles Hardy, of Danehurst was solemnised on Wednesday, 

the ceremony taking place very quietly in the private chapel at 

Charlton House, in the presence of relations and a few invited 

guests. A large reception followed.’  

‘Later in the afternoon, her ladyship (Lady Maryon-Wilson) 

entertained a large number of guests from the neighbourhood, 

including the officers of the Garrison. For the reception of 

guests a large tent was erected in the Dutch garden, where 

refreshments were served.’  

A full description of the wedding, published in the Kentish 

Mercury of Friday 26
th
 July, as well as a very detailed list of 

wedding gifts and their donors, follows. 

The couple began their honeymoon ‘in capital spirits’ at 
Ullswater in the Lake District, but even in that first letter home 

to his mother Louisa, Guy asks her to ‘tell Inman (gamekeeper) 

that any cartridges he gets in future are to come from Lloyd and 

Son from Lewes’. He was obviously pleased not only with the 
price, but also the free delivery! 
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Guy was also beginning to plan for the return to their first home 

together at Tremaines and sent very clear details of their 

staffing requirements to Louisa. He felt they needed ‘a cook, 
parlour maid, house maid, and ‘up and down’. 

“First, Cook: She must be as we agreed, nice and kind and 

obliging to help Eva in housekeeping, and not very ancient. 

Parlour maid: good needlewoman, able to mend and make up 

Eva’s rags! and look after her. Looking very nice and smart, 
NOT OLD, about 25. She must do only the boudoir and hall 

downstairs – silver etc. 

Housemaid: must be considered under parlour maid, both of 

course under cook. Not old, she must do all the rooms upstairs 

(except servants’ rooms) also dining and smoking rooms. 

“Up and Down”: (2nd.housemaid) to do servants’ rooms upstairs 
and help housemaid too, also grates. She will be scullery maid 

as well, rabbits etc." 

Guy himself was going to get the “rest of the menials” when he 

came home. 

His letters were not entirely relating to practical arrangements 

at Tremaines: on the honeymoon, next stop was Norway. Guy 

wrote of their planned route to Bergen, “a regular driving tour 

right through Norway” although they were also to travel by train 

and steamer, presumably with their car on board. 

There are also hilarious accounts of drunken sailors aboard 

ship on the way to Namsos; three days’ walking to a farm to 

hunt elk, but seeing “never a bear”; sleeping in a room 6’6” x 5’ 
with a double bed of straw to lie on; having only one small 
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basin in which to wash for almost a week, and even when they 

did manage to have a bath it was a round wash tub, not large 

enough to sit down in and filled with icy-cold water from the 

stream! 

The people at the elk farmhouse also used to come into the 

room when Guy and Eva were eating and stand in a row 

around the wall with their hands in their pockets, and all 

perfectly silent with mouths and eyes wide open, ’just like a lot 
of stuck pigs’. 

Guy and Eva were obviously keen to record and share their 

memories as they “took all the bear-hunting, farms and all that 

sort of thing” on cine-camera. They also bought a Lapland dog, 

“like a grey bear”, naming him Yetvik after the elk farm. 

Quarantine rules may have been rather different then, if 

existing at all! 

Eva went out each day with Guy and the hunter, 17 miles every 

day, Monday to Saturday. Guy was delighted and could hardly 

believe she was not half as tired as he was by Sunday! 

They drove north-east from Bergen to Storen, then travelled by 

train to Trondheim, and on by steamer to Molde down the coast 

back to Bergen. Another steamer took them to Kristiannsands   

where they boarded yet another to take them right across to 

London. 

Meanwhile C.E.Kempe (architect of Danehill Church) had been 

working on the house at Treemaines whilst Guy and Eva had 

been on honeymoon, and they were able to move there on their 

return. 
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Sadly, by January 1896 Eva was unwell, having been seen by 

two doctors and having two nurses taking care of her as well as 

Guy being “the night nurse” sleeping on a bed made up in her 

room. Lady Wilson, Eva’s mother also lent them 54 Marine 

Parade (probably Brighton) so perhaps it was thought the sea-

air or water might do her some good. 

For a time Guy and Eva settled at Treemaines. In January 1896 

Guy wrote to Louisa, asking her to pass on details of the 

shooting to his “dear Uncle Henry” (Louisa’s elder brother 1848 
– 96) who was unwell; “up until today 1300 pheas. 245 part., 
having turned out 950 pheas. It is the best year for 6 years at 

partridges”. 

Although they were carrying out building work on the house at 

Treemaines and also “taking this farm in hand”, before long 

Guy and Eva were travelling again. 

The Game Book for that period still exists and shows entries 

with Guy shooting at Treemaines for the seasons of 1896/7 and 

1897/8. There is, however, a lovely pencil drawing of pig-

sticking, entitled ‘Sport in India Jodpure 1898’. 

World Trip 1 

It is possible that Guy and Eva left England in the autumn of 

1898 to go to India. They may also have visited Ceylon (now 

Sri Lanka) as Guy was later, in 1900, to enter into a partnership 

with Ernest Gathorne Wood of Shalden Manor, Alton, 

Hampshire for three years, in the “opening, clearing, planting, 

cultivating and upkeep of an estate known as Gallantenne, 

situated in the Island of Ceylon” with a view to mining 

plumbago, a mineral originally known as ‘black lead’ but which 
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in fact is graphite. At the time this was the most important 

mineral sourced in Sri Lanka. 

We assume that Guy and Eva then went on to Australia for the 

Melbourne Cup held on the first Tuesday in November (ref. 

letter 28.01.1901) before returning home. 

By April 1900 Treemaines was leased to a Mrs. M. Benson for 

seven years, at an annual rent of £150. Guy and Eva moved to 

Danehurst whilst Louisa was living at Park Hatch, Godalming, 

Surrey. 

On 10
th
 April Maggie, younger sister of Guy, wrote to their 

mother about Guy’s then illness – “miserably uncomfortable – 

his feet and legs VERY much swollen, and he is swollen 

around his ribs too” Several doctors were attending him with a 
variety of treatments. 

There was good news though, when on 22
nd

 April Eva gave 

birth to a son, Herbert Ronald, “7 ½ lbs, not bad is it”. Details of 
life at this time mainly come from letters to Louisa from Maggie, 

who was obviously staying at Danehurst, at least temporarily. 

She writes about the health of Guy and Eva, the new baby and 

gifts received, as well as about visitors and domestic 

happenings. 

World Trip 2 

By May Guy was much improved, and in fact by 24
th
 August he 

wrote to his mother telling her that all three of them, Guy and 

Eva together with their new baby, were to go travelling again, 

having taken berths on ‘P. & O. S.S. India’ for Marseilles on 5th
 

October “to try what San Remo can do for me until January” 
then on to Aswan or Cairo. Guy obviously intended for them to 
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be away for some time, since he let the house and shooting at 

Danehurst to “a Mr. Wagg”.  

Guy, Eva and ‘the Squeaker’ left Marseilles on 16th
 December 

on board ‘P. & O. S.S. China’ and by Christmas Day were in 
Port Said, getting ready to sail to Australia! 

 Whilst aboard they had met and made tremendous friends with 

an old Mr. Rose, whose boys were at Eton with Guy. “We 
managed to cheer him up a good deal, he is all alone in the 

world, both boys, who were about my age, were killed at Spion 

Kop, isn’t it awfully sad – He is going to take us on home with 

him, he insists on paying our expenses! as he is very rich. We 

go from Sydney to Samoa, Honolulu & San Francisco. Then 

down through California all along the Rockies to New Orleans & 

up again to New York; we hope to catch a tarpon somewhere 

along the Florida coast. We have got a special private train all 

the way from San Francisco to New York, with Drawing Room, 

Dining Car & Sleeping Cars, won’t it be luxurious?!” 

Guy wrote from Melbourne in January, recounting their 

“peaceful respite” of a voyage, “the sea just like a mill pond all 
the way” and about being safe and sound in the Menzies Hotel, 
where they had stayed two years earlier for Race Week. He 

was, however “knocked over by the news” of the death of 

Queen Victoria. ‘The Squeaker’ (Herbert Ronald) grew “fatter 
and bigger every day, he could “sit on a rug, talk to himself and 
play with a tambourine”. 

Their travels continued on 31
st
 January to Hobart, Tasmania 

where they had gone for some trout fishing for a month, then to 

Sydney, then on 26
th
 February to Auckland and then back to 

Sydney to begin the return leg of their journey. This involved 
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another long voyage by ship to San Francisco. Then travel by 

train through California, along the Rockies to New Orleans and  

finally up to New York. They began the very last part of their 

adventure on “S.S.Saxonia”, arriving in Liverpool on 29th
 April 

1902. “Fancy! When we get home we will have been twice 

around the world”. 

On 9
th
 May back at Danehurst, Guy wrote to his mother saying 

how they had a “very rough passage across the Pond”, taking 

nine days rather than six and that “It is nice to get home, but 
oh! the cold of it”. It did not take Guy long to settle back at 

Danehurst and he bought an eight-seater car which could travel 

at a speed of eighteen miles an hour; he did not think it was 

necessary to go faster. 

There are few records of Guy and Eva’s life from here on; but 
on 17

th
 December 1903 Guy, Eva and Ronald Montague (Guy’s 

younger brother) sailed from London to New York aboard S.S. 

Minnehaha, arriving on the 28
th
. They then travelled south to 

Florida. No mention of ‘the Squeaker’. 

Sadly Guy died on 4
th
 January 1904 in Rockledge, Frederick, 

Florida, U.S.A. of Bright’s Disease, after “four years of pain” 
said his sister Maggie in a letter to her nephew, Herbert Ronald 

Hardy. Eva and Ronald returned from Boston to Liverpool, U.K. 

aboard S.S. St. Cymric on 28
th
 May 1904. We wonder what 

they were doing between January and May ? 

A memorial was erected in Cocoa, Florida. 

 

Eva went on to marry again twice, and went to Kenya where 

she died in 1931, but hers is another story … 
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Footnote: 

In November 1994 the memorial was traced by Carl and Mary 

Kruhm, friends of Guy St John Hardy. 

Laurence Carey Hardy visited the cemetery in 1999, whilst on 

holiday in Florida. Seeing the condition of the memorial, 

Laurence arranged for its repair and restoration. Photographs 

of before and after. 

 

 

 

Before renovation 
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After renovation 
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