
A Passage to India by H.R.Hardy in 1932 
and 

Tiger shooting in Nepal. 
 

On 12
th
 February 1932 Ronald Hardy left London aboard P. & O. 

S.S.Strathaird.” to travel to Bombay. It was the vessel's maiden 
voyage and she was sailing to Australia. About 400 named 
passengers, plus assorted maids, valets, nurses, children and 
infants boarded with H.R.H., but further travellers joined, and left, 
the ship at various ports on her long journey.  
 
Sailing to Gibraltar, Tangier, Marseilles, Port Said, and then Port 
Sudan and Aden, excitingly via the Suez Canal, the ship then began 
to cross the Indian Ocean. Although a long journey, it was alleviated 
by visits ashore and fun aboard, such as fancy dress, games and 
treasure hunts. 
 
“Strathaird's” arrival in Bombay on 3rd

 March was celebrated with a 
reception on board the vessel at Ballard Pier. “All Bombay seemed 
to be there, judging by the attendance” reported a local newspaper. 
Here, however Ronald. and the “Strathaird” parted company. The 
ship began her journey towards Australia, H.R.H. to Delhi. 
 
Ronald travelled on to Delhi by train, a distance of over 800 miles 
by today's routes and measurements. By 10

th
 March he had arrived 

in time to attend a luncheon with the Viceroy and the Countess of 
Willingdon at the Viceroy's House. This was a new building 
designed by Edwin Lutyens as part of the development of “New 
Delhi”. There was clearly a variety of social events, with visits and 
polo tournaments. 
 
Towards the end of the month, H.R.H. set off on a hunting 
expedition in Nepal, together with about seven other Europeans. 
Although camping, and travelling mainly on harti (elephant), 
conditions did not seem too difficult, with generously sized tents, a 
good number of servants and seemingly splendid dinners with 6 or 
7 courses!  
 
On the second day of the expedition, the first tiger was shot. There 



was also a successful small game drive, resulting in a 'bag' of 22 
hogs and 9 peacocks. 
 
Transport was mostly by elephant and the expedition included 
about 30 of them. They were especially useful for crossing rivers, 
but the travellers also used single dugout canoes. They sat very low 
in the water and were propelled by long poles. Occasionally the 
group had the luxury of a Land Rover! 
 
The second tiger was shot by Mike Cotter and third by H.R.H. The 
carcasses were hoisted on poles and carried away by 6 to 8 
bearers. During the expedition only one rhino was shot, and H.R.H. 
himself noted that “The Indian rhino will soon be extinct and now is 
only found in Nepal”. 
 
By 2

nd
 April H.R.H. travelled on to Tibet and stayed at “The Club, 

Darjeeling”. He visited the Goom monastery and watched traditional 
dancing, and saw locals about their everyday business in the 
market. He of course visited a tea plantation, and saw Mr Smith 
Ogborne tasting at the Le Bong Estate. 
 
The Indian adventure was coming to an end, and H.R.H. returned to 
Bombay. 
 
On 9

th
 April H.R.H. boarded P. & O. S.S.. Viceroy of India en route 

to London, via Marseilles. As before, the vessel passed through the 
Suez Canal. This time H.R.H. was able to visit Cairo, the Sphinx 
and the Pyramids. 
  
There was, of course, on- board entertainment; although the 
“runners” in the “Oaks Race Meeting” held on 21st

 April are 
unspecified ! 
  
On 18

th
 April a Marconigram arrived from Danehill saying: DO FLY   

WIRE TIME   WRITTEN   VENEROR TERRIBLY.  
 
 The response of H.R.H. was “So I did fly". 
 
 



 
Friday 22

nd
 April saw H.R.H. disembark in Marseilles, then leave by 

air at 11 a.m. to arrive in Paris at 2 p.m. He then travelled on to 
arrive in London by 4 p.m. A feat that would probably be impossible 
to beat today using scheduled travel! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 


