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A PAINTING c 1892 

Before the old chapel was demolished. 
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ALL SAINTS DANEHILL 

~~~~~ 

 

MY CHRISTIAN LIFE 

I was brought up in a Christian family and going to church on 

Sunday was the natural thing to do. 

The Rector of Horsted Keynes was the Rev Eardley who we 

called ‘Uncle Padre’. 
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The prep school (St Ronans) that I went to was also led by a 

Christian Headmaster, W.B.Harris (known to the boys as 

‘Harry’).  Bible reading and simple prayers were the norm at 

night before ‘lights out’.  

I was confirmed while I was there. 

I then went to the Royal Naval College, Dartmouth (although it 

was at Eaton Hall Chester). 

The Padre there was the Rev Geoffrey Tiarks who had a great 

influence on all of us. He later went on to be the Padre on 

board H.M.S.Vanguard during the royal tour to South Africa in 

1947. 

During my time as sub-lieutenant doing courses at Portsmouth I 

used to visit the Bishop of Portsmouth, the Rt. .Rev Lance 

Fleming and occasionally stay the weekend and go to 

whichever church he was preaching at. He was a very fast 

driver! 
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He later married us! 

My Christian life on most ships was limited to simple services 

on board, nearly always singing ‘For those in peril on the sea’. 

When I was in Malaya I had a Malayan crew who were mainly 

Muslim and on one occasion one of t he crew came to me and 

asked for leave. When I asked why? He replied that his two 

wives were fighting and he needed time to sort them out! 

When I was in Singapore I was able to go to the church in the 

Naval Base and my diary records how pleased I was to go to a 

Holy Communion. 

On leaving the navy and settling down at Latchetts at Danehill I 

was soon involved and joined the Parochial Church Council 

(P.C.C.) in 1958 and apart from one year off, to allow others to 

join, was still on it after 53 years, until we moved to Storrington. 

After a tear there I was persuaded by the Rector to join the 

PCC in 2016. 

In about 1975 I became Vice-Chairman and in 1988 became 

Churchwarden, a role I held until 1999. (See attached list of 

Vicars and Wardens). 

This was a very active time as there were three changes of 

vicar which meant ‘interregnums’ with all the extra work that 
that involved in arranging for other vicars and Readers to take 

the services. 

I attach at the end of this document a copy of the Church 

Logbook which I designed to be a better record than the old 

fashioned book provided by the Church Authoroties.S 
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In 1986 the Diocese decided to sell the Victorian vicarage and 

build a new one in the grounds in order to raise money. This 

caused me a lot of hassle, firstly to get one with enough 

bedrooms and an office, secondly when it was nearly finished 

the floor boards were treated with something that made the 

house stink and be uninhabitable! Peter Pickett, the incoming 

Vicar, who was being accommodated in a rented house, nearly 

resigned. 

In v1992 we celebrated the centenary of the church with all that 

that entailed.  

Romans chap 12,vv 4-8 I think that at stage I was using my 

talents as a leader. My faith was more ‘in the head’ and not ‘in 
the heart’. 

I never had a ‘Road to Damascus’ experience but in 1992 we 
went on a wonderful trip to the Holy Land and again in 2000 
another one with our Vicar Peter Dominy. Both visits were 
wonderful experiences as we were able to visit all the important 
places and really experience a sense of closeness to Jesus, in 
particular for me on the hills above Gallilee. 
 
I kept a lovely scrap book for this trip which is amongst my 
many albums etc. 
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Rebeka becomes a Reader 
 In 1994to 997- Rebeka took a very significant step in her 

Christian life and trained for 3 years as a Reader and now 
leads services and preaches regularly at Chelwood Gate and 

Newick- excellent sermons-visual aids 
 
 

CURSILLO 
In 2002 Rebeka and I attended a Cursillo weekend (What is 
Cursillo? leaflet attached to hard copy and an extract follows). 
The weekend had a great impact on me and certainly 
deepened my faith. 
 
 

What is Cursillo? 
 

Cursillo is a movement of the Church, nourished and sustained 
by the collective wisdom of the Church, while making minimal 
demands on the church's organisational structures it does need 
the support of the Bishop and the ordained clergy. 
Cursillo helps Christians who are already committed church 
Members to examine where they stand in their spiritual lives 
and to discover how they can be used for the Lord's work in the 
ordinary circumstances of their lives. Spiritual Direction is an 
important part of this process, and the involvement of the 
ordained ministry is therefore essential if Cursillo is to operate 
successfully. 
The nurturing of the Christian life is the starting point for 
Cursillo, Following the Christian life means becoming a servant 
member of a servant community .which is the 
This deepening and underpinning of faith means that those who 
are taking part in Cursillo become more assured and active as 
Christians and as a consequence become more involved in the 
work and the life of the church and in their communities. 
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Cursillo is for committed Christians - it is not a conversion 
process for non-Christians or a healing process for those 
troubled in spirit or mind, Cursillo helps Christians to see 
their responsibilities for Christian action and evangelism, but 
Cursillo does not seek to link itself with any particular faction 
within the church. 
Cursillo has proved to be an effective movement throughout 
much of the Anglican Communion for some 30 years. It does 
not pretend to be a new form of spirituality, but simply a method 
through which one's spirituality may be developed, lived, and 
shared by Christians willing to dedicate their lives to God in an 
ongoing movement. The Cursillo method seeks to identify, 
train, and support Christian leaders and in so doing will offer a 
tried and tested way to encourage Christian witness and 
apostolic action. 
 
 
 

Home Group studies and an Alpha Course also deepened my 

faith. 

Another factor was in 2004 after I turned to talking books 

because of my failing eyesight and started ‘reading’ Christian 
books from the Torch Trust for the Blind. Many of these were 

remarkable stories of missionaries and the one entitled ‘The 
Heavenly Man’, the story of a Chinese Christian, was amazing! 
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HISTORY OF CHURCHWARDENSHIP 
 

YEAR VICAR WARDEN WARDEN 

1978 MARKHAM PREST LAING 

1979 MARKHAM PREST  LAING 

1980 MARKHAM PREST  LAING 

1981 MARKHAM PREST LAING 

1982 MARKHAM   

1983 MARKHAM BENSON LAING 

1984 MARKHAM BENSON LAING 

1985 MARKHAM BENSON LAING 

1986 MARKHAM BENSON DAVID RAE 

1987 MARKHAM BENSON DAVID RAE 

 Interregnum JULY 23 TO SEPT ? 

1988 PICKETT LAURENCE 
HARDY 

DAVID RAE 

1989 PICKETT LAURENCE 
HARDY 

DAVID RAE 

1990 PICKETT LAURENCE 
HARDY 

DAVID RAE 

1991 PICKETT LAURENCE 
HARDY 

DAVID RAE 

1992 PICKETT LAURENCE 
HARDY 

DAVID RAE 

1993 PICKETT  To June  

 Interregnum   

1993 REX from               
Oct 25th 

LAURENCE 
HARDY 

DEREK HEATH 

1994 REX LAURENCE 
HARDY 

DEREK HEATH 

1995 REX LAURENCE 
HARDY 

SALLY ALEXANDER 

    

1996 REX LAURENCE 
HARDY 

SALLY ALEXANDER 

1997 REX               
To Oct 

LAURENCE 
HARDY 

SALLY 
ALEXANDER  
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Construction of 'Church Room' by erecting

glass screen and doors, moving font to new 

position. Construct new toilet on SW corner

with drainage to Freshfield Lane. 1988 15.9.87 None Dean Edwards £32,124 No Churchwarden

Church Room  Add curtains and carpet Oct-88 None Curtaincraft £1099 No None

October 1997 storm. Damage to roof and

east gable cross.Roof repaired by Longleys

new gable cross made by Tilleys 1988 No None Longleys and Tilleys £2337 Insurance Churchwarden.

New Chalice and Patten. To replace stolen 

ones. 28.10.88 No None J.Wippell & Co Ltd £875 Insurance None

Repair of channel gutters. Paint all exterior

metal work i.e.. Gutters and window ferramenta 11.89

Archdeacon

8.10.89 Yes Helme and Hallett £4844 No Churchwarden

Add French drain at west end. New gutters 

and downpipe to toilet etc Mar-90 No None Helme and Hallett £1308 No None.

Chairs. 20 upholstered chairs for Church Room Oct-90 No No Rosehill £528 No No

Upgrade Vestry. Fit sink unit and 

cupboards., Repaint and carpet. Jan-91 No None A R Smith. £3457

Supply and fit 3 RCD's Upgrade earthing

replace conduit in boiler hose. Jul-91 No None C J Rumsey Electrical Ltd £1128 No None.

Storm damage to roof on 25 1 90 North slope

of main roof affected. Repaired using 2.5 sq.m

Collyweston stone.

Apr-90 No None Helme and Hallett £553 Insurance

Churchwarden inc 

photo of damage.

Portacabin -Faculty extended. Replace or

remove by end 1995 11.10.91

Lord Chelwood Memorial 17.11.91 24-Jun-91 None Paul Wehrle Nil

Paid for by

Lady 

Chelwood Churchwarden

Roof Refurbishment. Major works to roof.

After considerable research found Collyweston 

Stone. 21.10.91

Archdeacon

20 Sept 1991 None

Collyweston Construction

Ltd. £25,736 ? Churchwarden

Fees £1299

Sound and Loop System. 12.3.92 20.2.92 None Audiovision Services £3042 No Churchwarden

Lightning Protection. Add to East end. 17.3.92 No None J.W.GRAY & Sons £1429 No Churchwarden

Belfry. Replace bird netting with new galvanised 

netting. Repaint all metal work. Repair broken 

panes of glass. Apr-92 No Yes. Page 7 Helme and Hallett £1924 No Churchwarden.

Two new notice boards made for porch.

26" x 38", green baize and oak surround. Jun-92 No None A R Smith. £160 No None.

Thomas Memorial Plaque Fitted in SW corner 

of Church Room after protracted negotiations with 

Chancellor. 20.7.92 10.6.92 None Paul Wehrle

£851

Fees £119

Architect £80

Large

Bequest

of £54,870 Churchwarden.

Clear downpipe blockages. 12.11.92 No None Helme and Hallett £42 No None.

Minor repairs to roof. 2.2.93 No None Helme and Hallett £68 No None.

South Porch external oak doors. Sanded

filled, sealed with polyurethane and wax. No No None Charles Wilson £322 Free labour Churchwarden

Check and clear all gutters and downpipes. 10.8.93 No Helme and Hallett £139 No None.

Oil Fuel Tank- Replace leaking one with a 

new2500 litre plastic one.

12.93 No None

Little London Services

Ardingly £540 No Churchwarden

Storm damage to Tower Turret leadwork. 15.12.93 No None

Building Engineering 

Services Ltd £1704

£1258 from

Insurance Churchwarden

Storm damage to copper roofing on south side

Two sections blown off. 15.12.93 No None Helme and Hallett £1268 Insurance Churchwarden

Woodworm Treatment.Belfry and Ringing

Chamber 8.8.94 No Yes. Rentokil. 30yr guarantee £2004 No Guarantee in this file.
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