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Hand embroidered by me in middle watches! 

 
31

st
 OCT 1950 TO 9th OCTOBER 1951 

As 
Sub-Lieutenant of the Gunroom 

 
The following is an edited extract from the detailed diary I kept 
over the next year. 
There is also a photograph album and a cine film and also an 
official account which I found on the internet 
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Glory was a Light Fleet Carrier displacing 18,000 tons, 700 feet 
long with a crew of 120 Officers and 1000 crew. 
She had a top speed of 25 knots, driven by twin screws and 40,000 
H.P. 
She carried 30 aircraft in peacetime and 32 on this commission, 
and a helicopter. 
 
GLORY was stationed at Malta in the Mediterranean and to join her 
I took passage in H.M.S.BERMUDA sailing from Devonport on 21

st
 

October. 
We arrived in Malta on 31

st
 October and I ‘repaired on board’ 

GLORY (who was in a floating dock) somewhat apprehensive as to 
what the 24 midshipmen would be like and how difficult to control, 
bearing in mind that I was not quite 21 and they were only three 
years younger. My fears were unfounded as they were a good 
bunch and I never had any serious trouble with them. In addition I 
had already served in a sister ship of GLORY as a Midshipman so 
knew my way around very well. 
GLORY sailed from MALTA on 8th December to pay off. She did 
not stop at GIBRALTAR much to everyone’s annoyance as GIB had 
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a good reputation for a wonderful place to shop for ‘Rabbits’ (the 
slang name for presents). 
In the Bay of Biscay we hit a really bad storm with winds of 65 
knots, gusting to over 75 knots, which is the maximum the 
anemometer registers. One immense wave struck our port side and 
we rolled over 40 degrees to starboard and suffered quite a lot of 
damage. We hove to for 20 hours until the storm abated and we 
could continue towards ‘Blighty’. 
We arrived home on the 15

th
 December. 

I had Christmas leave for one week only from 22
nd

 to 29
th
 and then 

rejoined, to be away from home for over two years. This did not 
unduly worry me as an exciting time lay ahead, but my diary does 
say that it was hard saying good bye to the family and Faith, not 
knowing for how long 
I had one more weekend at home, arriving late on Friday. On the 
Saturday Pop had organised a dinner dance at the Roebuck Hotel 
at Wych Cross, which was a very nice hotel in those days. The 
menu is in the attached folder, fascinating and signed by all the 
party which included Claire and Guy, Jill Vos, Faith Buckingham 
(who was my current girl friend) and Belinda Gardner who was 
Guy’s 
On the Sunday I went up to London to a cocktail party at Rutland 
Gate and then on to the Normandie Restaurant with Faith before 
dropping her off at her flat. 
I then drove down to Plymouth overnight with Jonathan Huntingfors’ 
another officer from Glory, in his Morris Minor. We took eight hours 
and nearly ran out of petrol as all the garages were closed. 
However a friendly lorry driver gave us a gallon which got us to an 
open garage. 
Whilst in Plymouth I went to a party given by the Governor of 
Dartmoor Prison as a blind date with his daughter who turned out to 
be a six footer! However I managed to do a swap with another 
guest. 
A few days later four of us decided to walk from Princetown to the 
Prison and call on the Harveys (the Governor), somewhat to their 
surprise. They rose to the occasion and gave us a good tea before 
we got a taxi back to the ship as it was raining hard. 
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BACK TO MALTA 
 
On Friday 25

th
 January we completed our refit and sailed for Malta. 

Once again we met terrible gales in the Bay of Biscay and had to 
heave to for 20 hours until it abated. Two ships broke in half during 
the storm but fortunately the crews were rescued. We were 
nowhere near at the time. 
I passed some sort of test of competence and was thereafter 
allowed to keep watch as Officer of the Watch on my own. 
 
2

nd
 February arrived back in Malta. 

Then began a six week ‘work up’ period to reach full efficiency, 
before sailing out to Korea. 
The weather was not good during that period and we had 5 ‘prangs’ 
out of 223 landings. 
 
 
MY FIRST COMMAND – MFV 23 
 
This was a converted fishing vessel to be used as a tender to Glory. 
I had a crew of seven and we sailed the ten or twelve miles round to 
MX, a bay on the southeast of Malta where Glory was due to 
anchor that night. Unfortunately the wind picked up blowing straight 
into the bay and it was not safe to go alongside Glory, nor could we 
go alongside the jetty where waves were breaking over the road. 
We had no bedding, one loaf and some tea. I had very little sleep 
that night, mostly keeping watch to make sure we did not drag our 
anchor. 
Next morning it calmed down and we managed to get alongside to 
get food and bedding and sailed round to Grand Harbour for some 
repairs to the engine. I slept ashore that night for a good ten hours! 
Next day back to MX but the same thing happened, another gale! 
To add to our misery our engine would not start and I had to signal 
for a tug to command tow us back to Grand Harbour. An 
ignominious end to my first command! 
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TROPHY  HUNTING 
 
Gunrooms were notorious for their propensity to hunt for ‘trophies’ 
to adorn the walls of the Gunroom. One much treasured one was a 
magnificent Coat of Arms on a wall in the town of Rabat. We got 
this but were found out and had to return it. On leaving Malta no 
less than 15 out of the 20 midshipmen were on police records! 
 
 
VOYAGE TO KOREA 
 
On March 19

th
 we sailed for the first leg of our journey out to the Far 

East, namely Port Said. 
I did not go ashore as I had ‘the deck’. (i.e. I was on duty) 
We sailed at 220 to transit the Suez Canal at the head of a convoy 
of nine ships. The whole passage took 15 hours including two stops 
of an hour as the north bound convoys passed. 
 
Our next stop was ADEN 
Here I had a nice run ashore spending the day at the Officers Club, 
swimming and sunbathing, eating and drinking before returning on 
board to sail to Singapore.  
On the way we carried out flying exercises each day and had a 
more major exercise with H.M.S.Ceylon, a cruiser, and destroyers 
and Brigand Aircraft from a shore base which got through our radar 
and attacked us unawares! 
 
Singapore 
 
After three weeks at sea it was a pleasure to arrive here. 
I had a wonderful run ashore here with an excellent Chinese meal 
and arrived back on board at 0200 in good time to be Officer of the 
Watch at 0400. Suddenly there was a yell from the water alongside 
where one of our seamen had fallen out of his hammock and 
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dropped 20 feet into the water. He was naked except for a liberal 
coating of oil fuel when we picked him out! 
 We sailed on 6

th
 April for Hong Kong. 

 
Hongkong 
 
We arrived here on 11

th
 April for nine busy days. 

I visited a contact my father had given me who lived at the top of 
the ‘Peak’, a very des.res 
Many of us had good runs ashore and on one occasion, although 
fairly sober, I succumbed to the temptation to have a tattoo of a 
dragon on my left upper arm! 
Another fascination was watching Chinese play Mah-Jong in 
cubicles in restaurants. There was a steady click click as they 
tapped the tiles on the table. 
 
Sasebo  Japan 
 
April 20

th
 sailed for Japan arriving at Sasebo on 23

rd
. 

There was quite a large contingent of the British Fleet there 
including the carrier Theseus, who we were to relieve, the support 
carrier Unicorn and various cruisers and destroyers. 
I invited the gunrooms of the two carriers to drinks on board and we 
had an excellent evening and found out all about what we were in 
for on Korean Patrols. 
We also exchanged stewards, our English ones going to Theseus 
to go home and we got their Chinese ones who turned out to be 
excellent. 
When Theseus sailed for home our band played on the flight deck 
with a suitable song ‘Anything You Can Do, We Can Do Better’. 
She replied with ‘A Life On The Ocean Wave’. 
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Overview of the conflict 

 

Not long after the end of World War Two, Korea was divided into 
two zones of occupation at the 38th Parallel. The southern zone 
was controlled by the American forces; the northern zone came 
under the influence of the Soviet Union. Unable to find a solution to 
the issue of re-unification, the UN decided to establish two separate 
nations - the Republic of South Korea and the Democratic People's 
Republic of North Korea.  

The United States, fearful of the spread of communism in Asia after 
the success of the Communist Revolution in China in 1949, 
maintained forces in South Korea to protect it against the 
Communist North.  

In June 1950, North Korean forces invaded South Korea, pushing 
the latter's forces back to the Pusan perimeter. The United Nations 
decided to send a force to defend South Korea, composed of 
contingents from 15 nations including Australia, Britain, United 
States, Canada, Turkey, Greece, Colombia, New Zealand, The 
Philippines, France, The Netherlands, South Africa and 
Luxembourg, and medical units from Denmark, India, Italy, Norway 
and Sweden.  
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Although the Korean War did not escalate into a world war, it 
proved to be a long and bloody war. Most of the burden for the war 
fell on the shoulders of the United States. When the North Koreans 
were all but defeated, the communist forces of China entered the 
fray in their defence, thus prolonging the war.  

Why was Australia involved in the Korean War? 

The nation was substantially in favour of Australian involvement. 
Many felt that Australia's security might be at risk if the communist 
aggression was not stopped in Korea. Australia was vulnerable 
because of its small manpower resources. The Australian 
Government's decision to enter the Korean War was fully supported 
by the major Opposition party, the Labour Party.  
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 The Royal Navy had two carriers, two cruisers and various 
destroyers. Their roles were to shell the enemies supply lines and 
the aircraft carrier on patrol flew off strikes against troop convoys, 
railway lines, bridges, junks artillery positions and any remaining 
naval ships. 
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There were known to be some 30 submarines in the area, some 
Russian some Chinese so we had to be very careful and had a 
destroyer escort at all times. 
There was heavy anti-aircraft fire and hardly one of our planes 
escaped without some damage. 
 
Korean Patrols 
 
Glory carried out nine patrols: The dates are when we were actually 
on station. 
 

1. 29
th
 April to 6

th
 May 

2. 11
th
 May 

3. 3
rd

 June 
4. 21

st
 June 

5. 16
th
 – 22

nd
 July 

6. 24
th
 July – 6

th
 Aug 

7. 13
th
 -25

th
 Aug (Typhoon Marge) 

8. 31
st
 Aug – 

9. 16
th
 – 25

th
 Aug 

10. 27
th
 September left Korean War for Hong Kong 

 

During her first tour, of nine patrols, Glory flew 2,875 sorties, 
suffered 9 deck landing accidents, in 59 flying days, from 70 days at 
sea. She had steamed 37,159 miles, made 2,762 catapult 
launches, flown 7,231 hours, and made 113 RATOG launches. She 
had expended 538,000 rounds of 20mm ammunition, 9,242 rockets, 
1,450, 500lb bombs, and 94, 1,000lb bombs. Over 1,200 casualties 
had been observed, and 1,261 buildings were confirmed destroyed, 
among many other targets.  

 
 
 

On 26
th
 April we sailed for Korea for the first of nine patrols of nine 

days 
The degree of readiness of a ship is:- 
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Action Stations - Everyone at their appointed place. 
Defence Stations - Half the ship at the ready, I would be doing 
‘watch on watch off’. In other words on watch for four hours then off 
watch for four hours. As I was having to sleep in a dormitory with all 
the Pilots and Observers and they only worked in daylight hours it 
was difficult to get sleep. So eventually I was given my own cabin 
right up forward under the flight deck. 
One of the officers who regularly relieved me on watch had been on 
board HMS Amethyst when she had to run the gauntlet down the 
Yangtse River. He was almost impossible to awake to come on 
watch and used to lash out at the person shaking him! He was 
nearly always 15 minutes late. 
On our first patrol our aircraft expended: 
1000 3” rockets 
200 300lb bombs 
40,000 20mm cannon shells 
 
Our aircraft averaged 50 sorties a day in good weather. 
 
 
Mah Jong 
 
A number of us became fairly expert in playing Mah-Jong. This is a 
very subtle and complicated game once one has learnt the basics, 
a bit like learning Bridge. 
There were some fascinating plays such as ‘plucking the moon from 
the bottom of the sea’. This meant placing the tile with one circle to 
complete the game, it very rarely happened! 
We played for money and I won enough to be able to purchase a 
very nice ivory set in Singapore. 
 
 
Sasebo  Relaxation 
 
In between patrols we usually had two or three days in port, very 
busy refuelling, rearming and topping up stores. Each watch would 
get one ‘run ashore’ I usually went to the Camp Mower Officers 
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Club for a good steak and occasionally to a sort of Japanese night 
club. It seemed strange and not quite right to be ‘fraternising’ with 
Japanese girls when we had only recently defeated them 
 
Second Patrol May 10

th
. 

 
On each patrol we steamed about 3000 miles. 
On this one of our aircraft was hit by enemy fire and had to ditch in 
shallow water off the coast. We sent our helicopter to rescue the 
crew of two with two Seafires acting as a cover. This was 
successful. 
Half way through a patrol we would replenish our oil fuel from a 
tanker and sometimes pass some on to an escort, see picture. 
 

 
 
 
On return we had to go into dry-dock to have some repairs to a 
stern shaft and also clean the ship’s bottom. 
One morning, before breakfast, I took 4 midshipmen for a run up 
the local hill which we had nicknamed ‘Jane Russell’ for contour 
reasons. The view from the top at sunrise was spectacular. Below 
us lay the fleet peacefully at their moorings and the ‘thousand 
islands’ bay glistened in the morning sun with each island looking 
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like a jewel set in silver wrapped in cotton wool. Well worth the 
effort of getting there! 
 
 
Saturday 25

th 
May Cook’s Tour 

 
About thirty officers went on a fascinating tour to see a cultured 
pearl farm and a china factory. 
The pearl farm had baskets of oysters floating in the sea and they 
would bring a basket in and when the oysters opened a little put a 
bit of wood in it to keep it open and transfer them to a long hut 
where workers inserted two or three pieces of round clam shell. The 
size of the peace determined the size of the pearl as the oyster only 
needs to add two or three coats to make it into a pearl. We saw 
examples of real pearls which are not round and also of artificial 
pearls, the difference is very obvious. 
I bought a very nice cultured pearl necklace which I gave to Rebeka 
in due course and she still has it. 
We went on to a china factory which was just closing for the day but 
there were still some workers. We saw examples of willow pattern 
dinner services selling for about a fiver! 
 
 
 
Friday 3

rd
 to Wed 15

th
 June 3rd Patrol 

 
We lost three aircraft on this patrol but only one pilot. This was out 
second fatality since arriving. 
On return we went to Kure which used to be a major Japanese 
naval base and had three huge dry docks capable of taking their 
60,000 ton battleships. These were intact although all the buildings 
were destroyed. 
To get to Kure we had to steam up into the Inland Sea in a swept 
channel where the buoys always seemed to be in the wrong place. 
We met up with HMS Unicorn, a carrier like us but fitted out as a 
repair ship. We relieved her of the remaining good condition aircraft 
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and transferred our ‘wrecks’. She was sailing the next day for 
Singapore to get more aircraft and return. 
I met up with John Venner, a relation, who was in the Army serving 
with the 8

th
 KRI Hussars and had been wounded. We had several 

good evenings together. 
 
 
July 3

rd
 to 10

th
 at Sasebo 

 
A busy week of replenishing everything from oil fuel, avgas, ammo, 
aircraft, fresh veg etc etc. 
The Gunroom entertained the Commander, P.M.O. (Principal 
Medical Officer) and four other guests, and later some gate 
crashers. It was a hilarious evening. At 1.00 am when we 
persuaded the last of the inebriated guests to leave I surveyed the 
wreckage! 
 
 
Promotion to Lieutenant and News of Next Appointment 
 
My promotion to Lieutenant finally came through with effect from 1

st
 

June 1951. 
My relief was also appointed, a Sub Lieutenant Bailey who would 
arrive in H.M.S.WARRIOR in early August. 
 
My next appointment also came through, to be loaned to the 
Malayan Naval Force in command of an M.L. 
This sounds really exciting after a year of living in a big ship without 
much independence. 
My story of time in S.D.M.L. 3508 will be the subject of my next 
chapter. 
 
 
4

th
 Patrol =0- 21

st
 -28

th
 June 

 
 
5

th
 Patrol – 10

th
 – 22

nd
 July 
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July 22nd – 25

th
 at Kure 

Meeting up with Unicorn again and transferring aircraft. 
I had been appointed ‘Boat Officer’. Responsible for looking after 
the motor boats, cutters and sailing dinghies, I had had two of the 
dinghies rubbed down and revarnished and took one for a lovely 
two hour sail by myself. Nice and mentally relaxing. 
 
 
6

th
 Patrol – 23

rd
 July – 5

th
 August 

 
The ‘Reds’ had been amassing troops on the frontier at the 38

th
 

parallel and had about 700.000 compared to the U.N.forces of 
350.000. Armistice talks were going on but there was a great risk 
that they would break down so we were sent to sea early to operate 
with the Y.S.S.SICILY and four destroyers. 
One day two destroyers reported a strong asdic contact (possible 
submarine) and attacked for hours without any result. Eventually 
they decided it was a rock! 
Back in Kure to met up with Warrior and welcome my relief, with 
great relief(!) as nine months of gunroom life was getting tiresome. 
The mids never stopped arguing. 
 
 
 
7

7h
 Patrol – 13

th
 – 25

th
 August 

 
We sailed as usual to our designated patrol area, but were soon 
warned of the approach of TYPHOON MARGE with winds of over 
100 knots and a central pressure of 900mb. 
Typhoons’ tracks are unpredictable and we were waiting to see 
which way the cat would jump so we could jump the other way! 
Other ships joined us and we were soon accompanied by the 
cruisers CEYLON and KENYA, 3 destroyers and four frigates. 
On Sunday 19

th
 the decision was made to run south and go the 

westwards of Marge. 
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That night there was a spectacular sunset. 
Next morning it was blowing force 9 to 10 with heavy confused seas 
and cross swells. Mountainous waves would rear up their crests 
and have them whipped off by the wind and sink back. 
Twenty fours hours later the wind began to drop and the sun came 
out. The Admiral asked the accompanying ships to ‘Report your 
present position’ and then compared notes. There were at least 30 
mile differences. 
We suffered minor damage, had we been steaming into the wind 
many of the aircraft on deck would have been destroyed. 
We then went to Okinawa for 24 hours before returning to our 
patrol, but NO Typhoon Marge was still in the area and the Captain 
wisely decided to abort and return to Kure. 
 
 

 
 
 
A brief holiday 27th – 29

th
 August 

 
Ten officers took a brief holiday at the OGO SPA at MATSUYAMA. 
To get there we took a two hour ferry ride and then a train 
We were met at our hotel by several geisha girls and the Manager 
who showed us to our ‘bed-sit’ room which had rush mats and a low 
table at which we had to sit cross legged to eat. 
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We had a good meal served by the girls who never stopped giggling 
at us which made us laugh too. 
The following day some of us went to the hot baths which were very 
refreshing and did not smell of sulphur. 
This was followed by a day at the seaside. When we arrived it was 
too crowded and we took two boats round to a secluded cove 
where we swam and sunbathed until a crown of Japanese boys 
arrived to spear fish. I tired this but my aim was not good enough! 
 
 
 
8

th
 patrol – 30

th
 August – 11

th
 September 

 
We broke all records for the number of sorties by our aircraft 
achieving 405 during the patrol and 84 on one day which 
comfortably beat Theseus’ record of 66. At one time all our aircraft 
were in the air at the same time. 
We lost one Firefly when the RATOG failed and the aircraft ditched 
and quickly sank. The pilot escaped and was rescued but the 
observer failed to get out, a sad event. 
 
 
 
9

th
 and Final Patrol – 16

th
 -25

th
 September 

 
During this patrol our Sea Furies achieved their 1000

th
 accident free 

deck landing. Considering the weather conditions and the stress of 
combat missions and the damage many of them had sustained this 
was a remarkable effort. 
But not this one, shown below! 
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27

th
 September 1951 

 
 Sailed for Hong Kong and then on to Singapore where I left the 
ship on 9

th
 October to join the Malayan Naval Force to command 

an M.L. and carry out coastal patrols fighting the communist 
Guerrillas. This story is the subject of my next chapter. 
 
When an officer leaves a ship the Captain writes a report, which the 
officer never sees, and also writes a’flimsie’. This is a very brief 
report and mine said ‘This officer has conducted himself to my 
entire satisfaction and is a very promising young officer’ 


