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H.M.S.FLINT CASTLE 

10 AUG to 5 NOV 1949 

Based at Portland. 
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This was an interesting short three months’ appointment 
before starting the Sub-Lieutenants’ Courses. 
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I had to take charge of the Office which meant dealing 
with all the correspondence, keeping Q.R & A.I (Queen’s 
Regulations and Admiralty Instructions) up to date from 
the constant flow of amendments, and dealing with the 
pay packets each week. 
Flint Castle was based permanently at Portland which was 
where ships came to ‘Work Up’. The main emphasis was 
on anti-submarine warfare. 
I was also responsible for Navigation and I remember that 
if we said that our E.T.A. at the breakwater would be 1715 
then it was a matter of honour to pass the breakwater at 
1715, no earlier or later! 
The weather was often stormy and the tide race off  
Portland Point made the seas very choppy; it was here 
that I was sea sick for only the second time! 
I had taken my motorcycle down there and used to go off 
up to some rough moorland to shoot rabbits with my 
folding .410 tucked into my Wellingtons. On one occasion 
I was stalking a rabbit when an irate farmer came round 
the corner of a gorse bush and bellowed at me ‘What are 
you doing poaching here?’ However we parted good 
friends, and he said that it was the first time he had met a 
gentleman poacher. 
There were a number of local inns with nine pin bowling 
alleys at the back and there was a league which we 
joined. Most of the alleys were far from level and local 
knowledge was essential. We did not win many matches 
but had good fun. 
I do not remember the other officers but it was a happy 
and efficient ship. 
 
 


