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TO SEA  AT LAST! 
 

H.M.S.FROBISHER 
January – April 1947 

 
H.M.S.DEVONSHIRE 

May – July 1947 
 
Dartmouth cadets were joined by Special Entry cadets who had 
done two terms at the College having come from Public Schools 
and in some instances Grammar Schools. 
There were 180 of us on board the Cruiser H.M.S.Frobisher, built 
in 1924. 
There were only 47 ordinary ship’s company as we the cadets 
carried out most of the work. 
1947 was a terrible winter at home and we were lucky to be 
cruising to the West Indies according to the following programme:- 
 

DATE PLACE LEAVE 

 PORTSMOUTH Fri 10 January 

Tues 14 Jan GIBRALTAR Thurs 14 

Mon 27th TRINIDAD Fri 31st 

Sat 1st February ST LUCIA 
Castries 

Mon 10th February 

Tues 11th ANTIGUA (English 
Harbour) 

Mon17th 

Fri 21st MONTEGO BAY Fri 28th 

Fri 28 KINGSTON 
(fuel only) 

Fri 28th 

Wed 5th March ANNAPOLIS U.S.A. Thurs 13th 

Sat 15th BERMUDA Fri 21st 

Mon 31st PORTSMOUTH  

 
Thurs 10th April.   Cadets proceed on leave! 
 
The passage to Gibraltar was rough crossing the Bay of Biscay 
and the ship did not, of course, have anti roll stabilisers. We used 
to take turns at steering the ship from deep within its bowels and 
there was an inclinometer  there which registered a 38 degree roll 
on one occasion! Quite a lot of us were sea sick and I remember 
being on mess deck duty having to clear up - ugh! 
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Life on board was fairly tough but good fun. The attached article 
gives a good outline! 
The West Indies was bliss; change into whites and no objection to 
turning out at 5.30 am to scrub decks in bare feet! We never had 
the chance to lie in like teenagers today seem to desperately need. 
St Lucia was completely undeveloped in those days and Castries 
was just a rather ramshackle town. It was there I had my first taste 
of a genuine Rum Punch, or to be honest four in one run ashore 
which meant I slept very well that night! 
English Harbour in Antigua was also quite undeveloped and the 
old dockyard very dilapidated but extremely interesting. 
I got stung by a sea urchin swimming there which was very painful 
and gave me an enduring respect for them. 
 
The visit to Annapolis at Washington was fascinating. This was the 
U.S. Naval Academy and we spent time there being initiated into 
some of their more unpleasant tricks on new boys. One was to eat 
a ‘square meal’, which meant having no chair and having to eat in 
a squatting position, I have never eaten a meal so quickly! 
We were entertained in Washington and the attached article in the 
Washington Post gives a good description. I enjoyed the skating 
and the company of some very pretty girls. 
 
The trip back across the Atlantic was in the tail end of a hurricane 
and we were almost surfing along on huge following waves which 
were washing over the quarterdeck.  
 
England was still suffering from rationing and I bought about 70 lbs 
of sugar. Officially we were only allowed to bring in 10lbs so I used 
to take 10lbs ashore on each trip and leave it in a local hotel 
awaiting being collected by my parents. In fact they picked up the 
sugar and then drove into the dockyard to collect me. Fortunately 
we were not searched. The ship was less lucky having bought 
several tons of sugar which they had to throw overboard! Shades 
of the Boston Tea Party? What a waste! 
The silk stockings that I had bought in the U.S.A. were much 
appreciated by my girl friends! 
 
So ended our first Training Cruise. 
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H.M.S.DEVONSHIRE – SPRING CRUISE 
 
We rejoined Frobisher in Portsmouth and sailed to Devonport 
where we transferred to H.M.S.DEVONSHIRE who had been 
converted to be a more suitable training cruiser. 
Our cruise programme was:- 
 

ARRIVE PLACE LEAVE 

 PORTSMOUTH Thurs 8th May 

Fri 9th May PLYMOUTH Thurs 29th May 

Sunday 1st June PORTREE Fri 6th June 

Saturday 7th June LOUGH SWILLY Saturday 14th June 

Tues 17th ROSYTH Thurs 19th June 

Monday 23rd COPENHAGEN Tues 1st July 

Tues 1st July AARHUUS Mon 7th July 

Tues 8th July OSLO Mon 14th July 

Fri 18th July TORBAY Mon 28th July 

Mon 28th July DEVONPORT  

 
Tuesday 5th August. Prize Giving 
Wednesday 6th August – Go on LEAVE 
 
I cannot find a diary or any cuttings for this cruise and have few 
memories other than going ashore in Portree for a cross country 
run in very muddy conditions. 
 
I passed the final exams well, gaining a first class pass. 
 
 
The next chapter will be going to the Mediterranean as a 
Midshipman on H.M.S.TRIUMPH, a light fleet aircraft carrier. 


