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02 August 2016 

APPENDIX  

LOWMOOR AND HARDYS’ SOURCE MATERIAL 

NAME CONTENTS WHERE HELD SENT 

ANNALS OF A 
YORKSHIRE HOUSE  
(TWENTYMAN) 

EXTRACT FROM ‘PAPERS OF A MACARONI & 
HIS KINDRED’.DETAILS OF JOHN HARDY’S (I) 
CAREER WITH THE SPENCER STANHOPES 
(1911) 

COMPUTER,HC  

BRADFORD CHURCHES LIST: BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN BUILT BY 
HARDYS 

COMPUTER,HC  

CANNON  CANNON SHOWS LOW MOOR MARK, 
ALNWICK CASTLE PHOTO (2) JOHN HECKELS 

COMPUTER,HC  

CENSUS RETURNS 
ODSALL HOUSE  

1841:CHARLES HARDY & FAMILY 
1851:CHARLES HARDY & FAMILY 
1851:WORKERS 

COMPUTER,HC  

CHARLES HARDY 
@CHILHAM CASTLE 

PURCHASED IN1861& LIVED THERE UNTIL 
HIS DEATH  IN 1867 

COMPUTER,HC  

CHARLES HARDY: 
CHILD LABOUR 

CHARLES HARDY EXAMINED BY CHILD 
EMPLOYMENT COMMISSION 1841 (7pp) 

COMPUTER,HC  

GARYFIRTH FINAL ‘ROLES OF A WEST RIDING LAND STEWARD’ 
1773-1803 BY GARY FIRTH.THE STORY OF 
JOHN HARDY’S ROLE OVER 30 YEARS (12pp) 

COMPUTER,HC  

GATHORNE HARDY 1
ST

 
EARL OF CRANBROOK 

FROM OXFORD DICTIONARY OF 
BIOGRAPHY, LENGTHY (10pp)  

COMPUTER,HC  
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HARDY FAMILY & L.M.C. LEAFLET  WRITTEN c. 1883  
(FROM JOHN NICOLL) 

COMPUTER,HC  

HAROLD CLUB 
HISTORY 

BRIEF HISTORY & PHOTOS (HAROLD WAS 
LORD CRANBROOK’S SON) 

COMPUTER,HC  

HISTORY OF 
CAWTHORNE 

THE TOWNSHIP OF CAWTHORNE (1881)     
PRE-LOW MOOR COMPANY    

COMPUTER,HC  

JOHN HARDYII OBITUARY OF JOHN HARDYII 1773-1855  COMPUTER,HC  

JOHN WOOD, 
BRADFORD’S FATHER 
OF FACTORY REFORM 

BOOKLET WRITTEN BY ASTRID HANSEN, 
PUB.2011. DETAILED, HIGHLY READABLE. 
(38pp) 

HC  

JOHN WOOD, 
BRADFORD’S FATHER 
OF FACTORY 
REFORM,1791-1871 

WRITTEN BY ASTRID HANSEN FOR ‘THE 
BRADFORD ANTIQUARY’ 3RD

.SERIES, NO 10, 
2006(9pp). EARLY REFORMER, MARRIED 
ANNIS ELIZABETH HARDY 27.10.1833. 

HC  

LOWMOOR 
FLYWHEEL 

LOW MOOR MEMORIAL.PHOTO MARY 
TWENTYMAN 

COMPUTER,HC  

LOW MOOR COMPANY ‘FORTUNES MADE IN BUSINESS’BY 
SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE & 
RIVINGTON.CH. ON LOW MOOR COMPANY 
1884 (16pp) 

COMPUTER,HC  

LOW MOOR 
IRONWORKS 

HISTORY FROM 1791-1971. VERY READABLE. 
WIKIPEDIA (8pp) 

COMPUTER,HC  

LOW MOOR MAP SHOWING LOW MOOR WORKS COMPUTER,HC               

MEMORIALS 
@CHILHAM CHURCH 

CHARLES HARDY OF ODSALL HOUSE AND 
CHILHAM CASTLE,1813-1867 & CATHERINE 
ORR 1819-1874. MEMORIAL TO HAROLD 

COMPUTER,HC  
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GATHORNE-HARDY, S.OF VISCOUNT 
CRANBROOK 1850-1881. PHOTOS 

ROYDS HALL HISTORY HISTORY/ARCHITECTURE/INDUSTRIAL 
HERITAGE, inc PHOTOS 

COMPUTER,HC  

SIR JOHN HARDY  
MARRIAGE 

MARRIAGE OF JH III 1809 -1888 TO LAURA 
HOLBECH, 13.08.1846. BRADFORD & 
WAKEFIELD OBSERVER 20.08.1846 
(NEWSPAPER CUTTING)  PHOTO 

 
 
COMPUTER,HC 

 

SIR JOHN HARDYIII 
1809-1888 
 

INFO ON JH III inc BARONETCY, M.P. DATES 
ETC 

COMPUTER,HC  

SOUVENIR OF LMC 
1791 - 1906 

SPIRAL BOUND. RATHER TECHNICAL, A BIT 
DRY, BUT WITH PHOTOGRAPHS & 
DIAGRAMS. Inc ‘ESSAY DELIVERED AT 
BRADFORD JUNE11TH 1800 BY THE 
PRESIDENT, MR JOSEPH DAWSON, OF THE 
LOW MOOR IRON WORKS’ AT A MEETING OF 
THE PRINCIPAL IRON MASTERS (78pp) 

HC  

STONE HEAD IN ST.MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS CHURCH IN 
SHELF (BRADFORD)ENDOWED BY JOHN 
HARDY,OPENED IN 1850.COULD THIS BE 
JOHN HARDYII,BENEFACTOR ? PHOTO 

COMPUTER,HC  

THE LOW MOOR IRON 
WORKS, 1673-1957 

WRITTEN BY CHARLES DODSWORTH. VERY 
DETAILED, RATHER TECHNICAL (164pp) 

HC  

THE ORIGINS OF LOW 
MOOR IRONWORKS 

WRITTEN BY GARY FIRTH. DETAILED, BUT 
VERY READABLE (139pp) 

HC  
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BRADFORD 1788-1800. 

WILL OF JOHN HARDYI 
 

JH I 1744-1806, D.09.04.1806, PROVED 1830 COMPUTER,HC  

WILL OF JOHN  
HARDYI 

PAGE 2 COMPUTER.HC  

WILL OF JOHN HARDYI PAGE 3 COMPUTER,HC  

WILL OF JOHN HARDYII 
1773-1855 

COPY FROM NATIONAL ARCHIVES, LISTS 
EXECUTORS 

COMPUTER,HC  

 

MANY THANKS TO MARY TWENTYMAN AND BARBARA REARDON OF LOW MOOR LOCAL HISTORY 

GROUP, PART OF THE SOUTH BRADFORD LOCAL HISTORY ALLIANCE FOR THEIR GUIDANCE AND 

ASSISTANCE WHICH HELPED WITH THE COMPILATION OF ‘LOW MOOR HISTORY’ 
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APPENDIX II: ‘CHILD EMPLOYMENT COMMISSION: 1841’. 

 

Child Labour 1841 
 

Child Employment Commission,1841: Charles Hardy 

 

No. 1.- Charles Hardy, Esq., Low Moor. Examined February 6, 1841:- 

 

You are the son of the principal proprietor of the Low Moor iron works? - I am. 

You are a magistrate of the West Riding? - I am. 

Your works are, I believe, the most extensive in the West Riding? - I believe they are. 

What number of hands do you employ? - Altogether nearly two thousand five hundred in various ways, as 
forge and foundry men, moulders, mechanics, colliers, and iron-stone getters. 

What number of these are women? - About twenty. 

You employ children under the age of thirteen in the mines?- Yes. 

Girls as well as boys? - No girls under the age of thirteen. 
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Have you any girls employed underground above the age of thirteen? - I find upon inquiry that we have 
two, but I was not aware of the fact before, and it is quite contrary to our rules. Upon inquiry into the case, I 
find that they were allowed to go in by the pit steward at the particular request of their mother. They will not 
be allowed to remain there. The mother, I find, had worked in a pit herself till the time she was married. 

Are the children hired by yourselves or by the adults whom they assist? - Some in one way, some in 
another. 

Is it not the general practice in this neighbourhood for women and children to be employed in the 
mines? - No. 

Were they not so employed formerly? - I believe they were. 

Why are they not so employed now? - Because the mills find them more suitable occupation is, I take it, 
the main reason, and an unwillingness to employ them. Boys are preferred by the employers and by the 
operatives. 

Can you state on what grounds? - They are better workers, and there is certainly an unwillingness to 
employ females. 

On humane and moral grounds? - On the ground that it is not a proper occupation for females. 

Do the working classes themselves, as far as you are aware, object to have their female children employed 
in mines? - In general, decidedly so; some wretchedly poor families will be an exception. 

The working population in this neighbourhood are generally scattered in large villages not crowded 
in towns? - Yes. 

And the houses, from the cheapness of stone, are generally remarkably substantial, well built, and 
comfortable as compared with the country generally? - Yes. 
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You are considerable owners of cottage property? - Yes. 

Are there back doors to the houses, and are they so planned as to afford separate sleeping 
accommodation for the different sexes? - Those that are so planned are the exception. There are 
numbers of houses with only one room, but we don't build any of that class. 

 

Do you think attention to these points material to the welfare of the working population? - I think so. It 
is my own opinion that the legislature might interfere most beneficially in these matters. I have a very strong 
opinion about the importance of giving a man a comfortable house. I think the tendency would be to improve 
their domestic habits. Some regulation enforcing a provision of proper out-door conveniences is sadly 
wanted. 

Have you any stated holidays? - The colliers often do not work, but we have no stated holidays except 
Christmas-day, Good Friday, and the two days of the Feast. 

Have you any opinion about holidays? - I think it would be an advantage to the population generally to 
have them occasionally. 

Will you state the benefit which you think would arise from it? - That it would give men time for 
recreation, and to attend to their own affairs. There is a difficulty for those who are working where machinery 
is employed in finding opportunities when they can be absent. 

Do the women generally in this immediate neighbourhood remain at home managing their household 
affairs and taking care of their families? - In this immediate neighbourhood they remain at home, but they 
have not much notion of keeping their children about them and instructing them. There is not in many cases 
an appearance of cleanliness and tidy comfort, though there are many cases in which it is otherwise. Still 
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there is much substantial comfort, as that is to a certain degree insured by a good house, good fire, and 
good wages 

To what do you attribute this state of things? - This is a very difficult question to answer, but I should say 
to the women not having received instruction in sewing, &c., so as to make them good housewives, and to 
their not having learned good domestic habits, and not having received good moral training. 

Are the men great drunkards? - There is a great deal of drinking. 

Are the women drunkards? - I should say not. I am not aware that I ever saw a drunken woman here. I 
cannot recall such a case. 

Do the men often drink through the week, or chiefly on Saturday night? - Chiefly Saturday, Sunday, 
and Monday. We rarely have a man absent on Tuesday morning from the mines, and generally they make a 
short day on Monday. They are more regular than they used to be as we are more strict with them. 

Do you pay wages weekly? - Yes. 

Have you considered whether there might be an advantage in paying them less frequently? - We 
consider the advantage for the workmen is in paying them weekly. It would be much less trouble to pay them 
less frequently. 

Why do you consider it an advantage to the workmen? - They have less temptation to run into debt. 

Might they not get drunk less frequently if paid less frequently? - I think not, at least they would drink 
more at a time. There is an establishment in this neighbourhood where they pay once a fortnight, and I am 
not aware of any difference in the habits of the people. 

Do the children in this neighbourhood attend Sunday-schools? - Great numbers of them do. 

Do they attend any other schools? - Yes, in many cases. 
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Up to what age? - Children till they can work, and many afterwards in an evening. Some men come in an 
evening. I think that almost all those who go to school during the week will continue their attendance till they 
can read, and very many till they have learned to write and attained some knowledge of accounts. 

Do those who thus attend form any large proportion of the whole population? - They do not. 

Do you think there would be any objection amongst employers to legislative restrictions upon the 
working of children? - For myself I should have no objection to any regulation that would benefit the 
children, and I am decidedly of opinion that the legislature may beneficially interfere to secure to the children 
time for recreation, and for moral and intellectual training during the week, so as not to leave them entirely 
dependent for the latter upon Sunday-schools, which can do but little. 

Why do you consider that the legislature may interfere beneficially? - Because the parents are more 
apt to consider the amount of present wages than the labour which a child can bear, and those who have 
more feeling upon the subject are obliged to go with the stream. 

Are there a sufficient number of children to work in double setts? - I think there would be a difficulty in 
getting a sufficient number of boys in the mines. 

A small proportion of the children in your employment are employed in night-work every other week 
in the forge? - Yes.   

 

Could not the use of children in the night be dispensed with? - I conceive it is not absolutely necessary 
to employ children under thirteen years of age, but it would be impracticable to do altogether without 
children. 

You employ no children in night-work except in alternate weeks? - No. 
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And you employ no girls in night-work at all? - No. 

You wish to state that on these grounds night-work for children in your employ is not, in your 
opinion, seriously objectionable? - I think it is not. 

 

 

Feb. 15. 

You have, I believe, two distinct classes of persons employed in your mines? - We have two distinct 
classes of miners, those who work the better-bed coal, and those who work what is called the black-bed and 
iron-stone above it. 

They work, I believe, about the same hours, and the adults are assisted in the same manner by 
children (hurriers) who draw the coal or iron-stone in small waggons, from the place where the 
miners work, to the shaft bottom? - Yes. 

There is, however, I understand, one marked distinction as regards the dinner hour; the iron-stone 
getters and their hurriers stop an hour regularly for dinner, without leaving the pit, the colliers and 
their hurriers do not stop regularly for dinner, but eat it as they proceed? - That is generally the case. 

Is there any ground but accident for this difference as regards the dinner hour? - I conceive none. 

Would it occasion any inconvenience whatever if both classes were to stop an hour for dinner? - 
None that I am aware of. 

Would it occasion any inconvenience, or what, if the hurriers were allowed to leave the pit at dinner 
hour? - A long time would be lost in drawing them up and letting them down. The man at the top would be 
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occupied during his dinner hour in doing this, and it would consequently be very inconvenient. In some cases 
the whole dinner hour would be occupied in coming up and going down. 

 

APPENDIX 3 

List of 11 Churches built around Bradford. 

NAMES OF THE TEN CHURCHES BUILT AROUND BRADFOD 

AS SUGGESTED BY Charles Hardy  (1813-1867) 

 

 

1.  St Stephen’s, West Bowling, erected 1860 
 

2.  St Phillip’s, Girlington, erected 1860 
 

3. St Mary’s, Laisterdyke , erected 1860 
Should this be ‘Trinity Church’ which has a St Mary’s rectory? 

 

4. St Thomas’, Bradford , erected 1861 
 

5. St Luke’s, Bradford, erected 1862 
 

6. All Saints’, Little Horton, erected 1864 
 

7. St Barnabas’, Heaton, erected 1864 
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8. Holy Trinity, Bradford , erected 1864 
 

9. St Michael and All Angels’, Bradford erected 1867 
 
   10.St Bartholomew’s, Bradford, erected 1872 
 
   11.St. Andrew’s, Oakenshaw cum Woodlands,  
        Foundation Stone laid by Mrs Laurence  Hardy 
        17

th
 March 1888 

 
Of these, All Saints’, Little Horton, was erected at a cost of £2000, by Sir Francis Sharp Powell, Bart., M.P. 
 
An endowment to build St Mark’s Church, Low Moor was given by John Hardy (1773 - 1855) but by the time 
it was consecrated in 1857 he had died. The cost of £2500 was largely borne by the Earl of Cranbrook, his 
son, Gathorne Hardy. 
 
 
 
 


